Fra(2) (q13) and inv(9) (p11q12) in autism: causal relationship?
Twenty individuals with autism or related disorders underwent chromosome analysis and physical examinations with documentation of minor anomalies. Chromosome anomalies were identified in 3: 2 had the heritable folate sensitive fra(2) (q13) site and 1 had an inv(9) (p11q12). No heritable chromosome variants or anomalies were seen in 20 age and sex-matched control individuals. When patients with the fra(2) were excluded from analyses, there was no difference in the frequency of chromosome breaks and/or gaps between the study group and control group. The results of this study suggest that heritable folate sensitive fragile sites and other chromosome variants may be more commonly seen in individuals with autism or related disorders in childhood than in the general population.